Ij8                  THE   HOME   OF   THE   BLIZZARD:
as a bonus for being ahead of thek schedule. A fak average daily
distance was kept up after this, but on January 4th, 1913, the
rations were reduced as a precaution before finding the 67-mile
Depot, from which thek distance was estimated to be n miles.
Drift snow prevented them from seeing the depot that day when
they reached its vicinity, and next day snow was precipitated,
reducing visibility to a hundred yards. They moved camp 2
miles and waited. The sun peeped out at 6 p.m. and again at
9 p.m. and the altitudes they secured placed them 4 miles south
of the depot. Very little food then remained on the sledge and
five days' full rations were in this elusive cache.
The whole of January 6th and yth was spent in vainly search-
ing for the stores. According to thek observations they were
within a mile of the depot, but the blizzards must have swept away
the flagstaff and perhaps the mound, for neither could be seen.
Snow fell most of the time the search was being carried out, though
there were some clear intervals. By the morning of January 8th
the lives of these three men depended upon thek ability to walk
57 miles on the food then in hand. This was only " one full day's
ration with enough pemmican for half a hoosh, six lupips of sugar
and nine raisins, rather the worse for wear, oil for two days, and,
last but not least, a pint of alcohol," All instruments and non-
essentials were dumped. Bage said they felt fakly fit and as we
shall see they may have been stronger than they supposed.
The first day's march was estimated at 20 miles, and they were
all very thankful for Dr. Mawson's forethought in providing abso-
lute alcohol, instead of methylated spkit, for lighting the primus
stove. Here was the kind of emergency that was contemplated
and the alcohol in hot water materially assisted in the saving of
life. Breakfast on January 9th was as watery as dinner had been
the night before. Then these hardy men turned out into a bliz-
zard of 60 miles an hour that caused ceaseless struggles to prevent
the sledge making leeway. That night they were happier from
the knowledge that more than half the distance had been done;
and on the afternoon of the loth, when the blizzard ceased, much
to thek surprise the sea appeared on the northern horizon. They
thought it was 20 miles away. Thek speed must have been
greater than they had supposed. Shortly afterwards, the Mac-
keUar Islets came into view and Aladdin's Cave was reached in
safety. Outside were some dog biscuits and these were munched
while other food was being discovered. Chocolate next was